The California Department of Fish and Game Collapsible Steel
Trap. This trap, long used by the California Department of Fish and Game, is essentially a %-inch mild steel wire framework 4 feet wide x 5 feet long x 12 inches high (Fig. 1) . The entire framework, with the exception of the bottom, the escape door and a 4 x 8 inch opening, is covered with 1 inch mesh chicken wire. It is essential to use this particular mesh of chicken wire as larger mesh permits the juveniles to escape and the adults to poke their heads through to the outside which often results in their wringing their necks or having their heads bitten off by Cooper hawks. A trap covered with smaller mesh makes it too obvious to the quail. In using chicken wire, care must be taken to bend over sharp ends inside the trap to render them harmless to On the left side of the trap is placed a sliding, galvanized sheet metal escape door (6 inches wide x 12 inches high) through which the trapped quail are removed. A swinging, steel wire framed, chicken wire door is placed across the left triangular corner inside the trap. During trapping this door is secured to the top of the cage, but when the quail are to be collected a few birds at a time are coaxed into this corner and the door released. Confining the quail in this smaller area makes it somewhat easier to get them through the escape door into the holding cage.
For ease in transporting this trap, the sides as well as the swinging door are attached to the top with steel rinffs; thus, the trap can be folded to make one flat unit. The 'throat is carried separately and has a metal frame with vertical prongs at the entrance end; incidentally, no frame is used for the throat on the other trap designs. When in use the sides of the trap are fastened together with steel spring snaps and the prongs on the throat fit into metal ,slots on either side of the doorway.
Although the metal-framed Fish and Game Trap has proved to be satisfactory on many occasions because of its light weight and comparative ease in handling and transporting it has the disadvantage of holding only a small number of birds at a time. This trap has been used in open fields and near watering holes with a great deal of success. (Fig. 4) . 
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Tarshis. TRAPPING CALIFORNIA QUAIL January area was littered with feed (pre-baited). Poultry scratch feed was used successfully as bait for quail, however, such bait, s as wheat, barley, rice, onion and lettuce seeds were also used with fair success. In selecting the bait it should be kept in mind that the birds will feed most readily on the food that is normally common in the particular area where they are being trapped. The most suitable trap for the particular site was set up when the quail became accustomed to eating the scattered bait. Generally the quail became accustomed to the bait within 2 to 3 days, but the exact time can be best determined by observation. When first placed at the site the doors and throats were omitted from the traps or left open, depending upon the trap design. Bait was scattered over the same area as before, but the heaviest concentrations were placed inside the traps. The traps can be placed up on wood blocks rather than directly on the ground if one wi..shes or finds it necessary as it was in the case of the large wood trap which was so obvious and had so few openings.
After a day or two the quail generally become quite accustomed to the sight of the traps but observations should be made to be sure this is the case and that they are feeding inside the traps.
When finally set up for trapping, with the doors closed, throats attached and so on, the traps should be camouflaged with flora peculiar to the area so that the quail will be less wary of .them. The camouflage can be quite crude (merely a few branches laid across the top of the trap or a twig or two leaned here and there against the side of the trap) but restraint should be exercised as too much camouflage is far worse than too little and often makes the trap more obvious than it would be uncamouflaged.
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